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Workforce 

about 2/3 

of health costs 
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Nursing and midwifery FTE: 57% of Registered Health Profession FTE in Tasmania

52% of Registered Health Profession FTE in Australia 
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Δ
The only constant is 

change

Paraphrased from Heraclitus
(c. 540 BCE – c.480 BCE)
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Tasmania is the 

oldest and fastest 

ageing State.

The 85+ age group is the fastest 

growing, driving service 

utilisation and demand.
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Tasmania also has higher 
proportions of the population 
who are disadvantaged (than 
the national average).  
This contributes to demand 
for services.
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Where are we now?

Where are we going?
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HEALTH WORKFORCE 2040

KEY FINDINGS

 Our health workforce is comparable in size per capita to other jurisdictions, however, ongoing 

challenges exist in ensuring regional and rural areas have a sustainable workforce and in recruiting and 

retaining health professionals in some professions 

 Professions identified as the highest priority for planning:  Occupational therapists, dermatologists, 

intensive care specialists, cardiologists, endocrinologists, infectious disease physicians, neurologists, 

rehabilitation physicians, general surgeons, oral & max surgeons

 An urgent and ongoing commitment is needed to progress innovative & effective workforce models

 An ongoing focus on supporting generalist careers is required

 Education & training are important in addressing geographic distribution supply of professional or 
specialty areas of practice

 Aboriginal employment in the health workforce is too low

 The culture in healthcare organisations needs improving to support the wellbeing and work of health 
professionals.
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Focus areas

1. Shaping the health workforce

2. Education and training

3. Fostering innovation

4. Enhancing culture and wellbeing

5. Recruitment and effective working arrangements

6. Planning
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ACTIONS
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Profiles
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How will we influence the future?

If the workforce is the way,

We are the power within.
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11. Australian Government – Department of Home Affairs 2021, Migration program visa statistics live data, Research and Statistics Reports

12. Australian Government – DATA.GOV.AU 2021, Australian Migration Statistics, Australian Migration Statistics Dataset
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Thank you

Contact details: 
Stephanie.Haines@health.tas.gov.au
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